192                  The Persian Wars.           CH. vm,

been engaged with them and therefore knew nothing of
their mode of righting. The change was effected; but
Mardonios, seeing what was done, likewise altered the
disposition of his troops, and thus drove Pausanias to
lead his men back again to the right wing. This tale is
the manifest invention of a later time. Spartans had
fought with Persians at. Artemision, at Salamis, and
Thermopylai; and the heroism of Leonidas and his men
had thrice made Xerxes leap from his throne in dismay.
The purpose of the story is manifestly to glorify Athens.
If Pausanias could be made to admit the superiority of the
Athenian forces, this glorification would be secured ; and
It was most necessary to give to the story a shape which
would not call forth a protest from the Spartans, as it
must have done if the changed arrangement had been
described as the real arrangement of the battle. As it
now stands, probably few Spartans ever heard the tale;
and as it left untouched the only fact of importance to
them (their position, namely, on the right wing), they
would not much care to notice it. Hence it became
. necessary to speak of the change as having been made
before daybreak; and as it was ascribed to the tidings
that Mardonios meant to fight on the morrow, a bearer
must be provided for the news, and for this purpose it
became necessary, lastly, to invent the night ride of
Alexandras.

On the morrow of the eleventh day the battle of
Plataia may be said practically to have begun. During
The battle tne preceding day the Greek army, which
of Plataia. for some unexplained reason*seems to have
been without any horsemen at all, was severely pressed by
the charges of the Persian cavalry; and early in the day it
became clear that a change of position was indispensably
necessary. The Asopos in front of the Greeks had all along
been useless to them for watering, as it was within range